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What Is An RSA?What Is An RSA?

A Road Safety Assessment is a formal
examination of user safety of a future or 
existing roadway by an independent , 
multi -disciplinary teammulti -disciplinary team



RSAsRSAs

• Proactive
• Field review
• Consider all road users and human factors
• Consider interactions at the project limits• Consider interactions at the project limits
• Independent
• Multi-disciplinary
• Not a standards review
• Focus on low cost recommendations



Arizona RSA Program Arizona RSA Program 
• Administered by ADOT Traffic Safety Section
• Funded through HSIP 
• Free!
• One page application process• One page application process
• Report delivered to road owner 3 weeks after 

conducting RSA
• Owner provides a written response



Reasons for Requesting RSAReasons for Requesting RSA

• Top 5% location
• Safety concerns
• Paving dirt road – speed increase concern
• To help justify moving project up the priority list 

for rehabilitationfor rehabilitation
• Project costs extremely high – wanted some 

lower-cost improvements
• Traffic increase, particularly large trucks
• Signal request denied – wanted to explore all 

options



AZ RSA TeamsAZ RSA Teams

• ADOT Maintenance
• ADOT Traffic Safety
• ADOT Design
• ADOT Traffic

• COG
• GOHS
• County
• City

4-6 team members (as many as 13)

• ADOT Traffic
• ADOT MPD
• FHWA
• Law Enforcement
• Dept. of Health Services
• BIA

• City
• AAA
• Mining Company
• Consultants
• FHWA Peer-to-Peer



RSA ProcessRSA Process
1.  Start-up Meeting 3.  RSA Analysis Workshop

2.  Site Visit 4.  Preliminary Findings Meeting



RSA Process (continued)RSA Process (continued)

5. RSA Report 6.  Owner Response 7.  Implementation



RSA ExamplesRSA Examples



















Vulnerable Road UsersVulnerable Road Users



Vulnerable Road UsersVulnerable Road Users
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Bullhead Parkway Bullhead Parkway 
Road Safety AssessmentRoad Safety Assessment



Background InformationBackground Information
• 4-lane divided, limited access highway
• 10 miles in length
• Speed limit 50 mph
• ADT ranges from 10,000 to 15,000• ADT ranges from 10,000 to 15,000
• 16-foot dirt median
• 8-foot unpaved shoulders on outside
• 14 fatalities from 2001-2006

– Majority of fatal crashes were single vehicle, 
run-off-road, overturn





MedianMedian
• Some median drains are non-traversable
• Recommended raising catch basins



GuardrailGuardrail
• Out-of-date terminals
• Recommend installing standard terminals



ResultsResults

• Crash history:
– 14 fatalities from 2001 to 2006
– 1 fatality since 2007
– 71% reduction in crash frequency– 71% reduction in crash frequency



Challenges and OpportunitiesChallenges and Opportunities
• Proactive RSA’s vs. reactive safety culture
• Tort liability culture
• Adhering to standards doesn’t necessarily 

equal safety



Challenges and OpportunitiesChallenges and Opportunities

• Using RSA findings to improve 
policies/standards

• Funding for improvements
– Safety sometimes viewed as an enhancement– Safety sometimes viewed as an enhancement

• Overcoming attitude of “we know what our 
safety issues are and don’t need an RSA 
team to tell us our business”



Lessons LearnedLessons Learned

• Improve upfront coordination with owner to 
obtain data, reports, others to invite to 
RSA meetings

• Law enforcement participation is critical• Law enforcement participation is critical
• Include a nighttime site review, even if crash    

data doesn’t indicate nighttime issues



Contact InformationContact Information

For more information, contact:
Mike Blankenship, P.E
RSA Program Manager
602-712-7601 602-712-7601 
mblankenship@azdot.gov


